ULYATE FAMILY. HISTORY

Ulyate family history pertaining to Arusha era as told to me by my mother the late Vivien (Nee) Ulyate, Walker, Borissow.  Included are some of earliest recollections of my own childhood growing up in Northern Tanganyika (Tanzania).

Grandfather Ray Ulyate was to leave Elmenteita in Kenya in 1923 for Arusha with his young family. He was to purchase a Custodian of Enemy property coffee farm, Meru Estate outside of Arusha at Lake Duluti. During the (1939-45) war a part of the farm was to become a Polish refugee camp. Today the farm is the Headquarters of the Tanzania Department of National Parks and Wild Life 

Grandfather Ray was to farm at Meru Estate until 1928 when the coffee market prices and world recession made it virtually impossible for him to carry on farming.

An American Mr. K V Painter started building the New Arusha Hotel in 1927 on the south side of clock tower at its present location. Arusha already had the Arusha Hotel located on the right hand corner of the road leading up to the Boma. It was owned by Jane and Goodall Bloom. My mother had vivid recollections of those days.

  Grand father Ray was to lease the New Arusha Hotel in 1928 from K V Painter who during the same period purchased Meru Estate from Ray. The opening ball of the Hotel was attended   by the Prince of Wales Edward the eighth (the un-crowned King.)  The Hotel register with the Prince of Wales signature remains in the possession of some member of the family! The register was treasured by my late Grandmother Marjorie Ann Ulyate.

On the sale of Meru Estate Grandfather Ray was to start the Safari Company Tanganyika Big Game and Tourist Organization operating out of the New Arusha Hotel. The company was to become well known for its six day Safari’s to the Ngoronogoro Crater and Serengeti Plains and brought world renown to the lions. Grandfather Ray was to take many famous people on photographic Safari’s.

 Grandfather Ray started his hunting career in Kenya working for a big Safari company called Newlands and Tarlton operating out of Nairobi. While this experience gave him the safari back ground it was his love for wild life photography that was to lead to the formation of TBG & Tourist Organization in Arusha His second eldest son my  late Uncle Kenyon was to work for his father Ray as a Professional Hunter becoming involved in the Safari business. On completion of his education Ray’s youngest son my Uncle Ted was also taken into the company .Grand father Ray during this period was to take numerous cinematographic films of wild life in particular of Lions

TBG & Tourist Organization operated until the outbreak of war in 1939 when operations ceased

Ray’s eldest son my late Uncle Jack was initially to help in the running of the New Arusha Hotel. He also started and managed a Bus Service between Arusha and Nairobi, A horrendous trek in those days. He was to meet his wife The Lady Hilda Borrick during that period. They married and moved to a ranch (CEP Enemy Property farm) at Sanya Juu. Because of her pregnancy and malaria attacks affecting my Aunt Hilda they were forced to leave Sanya Juu for Nykuru in Kenya. I distinctly remember this period of my life .Probably my earliest recollection which must have been in 1939- 1940.

The farm was located in thick bush. The house was typically German colonial style built out of local rock. It was some where below John Goodman’s farm and Sanya Juu. Possibly “Bob the Poles” ranch before nationalization took place in 1973. 
I never returned to that particular farm since childhood

In 1938 Grandfather Ray Ulyate bought the Coffee Tree Inn in Moshi and renamed it “The Lion Cub”. My parents who were part owners were to manage the hotel during the war. It was sold in the early 50,s and renamed the Ridgeway Hotel. Today it is owned by the Lutheran Church and on the main was exactly as I remembered it. My mother was to do extensive alterations to the property when the family had it including setting up extensive gardens. During the war years it was watering hole for the local troops and those troops in transit from Southern Africa.

 We had two African Grey parrots in the bar that were very adapt at picking up soldiers choice profound vernacular.

It is sad to note that on completion of the Stirling Astaldi road between Moshi and Arusha which was laid two to three kilometers south of the old orginal road. The Lion Cub was to suffer from lack of clients which forced its sale closure. It never ever recovered its previous trade especially after the construction and opening of the Livingstone Hotel in Moshi.

Grandfather Ray’s other daughter and her husband Ossie Barratt were to help with the management and running of the New Arusha Hotel during the latter half of the 30,s and into the 40,s

 Granny Anne and daughter Thora developed the outstanding beautiful gardens of the hotel on completion of the building phase during the 30,s. Many of the plants came from the Ammani Research station located in the Usambara Mts near Tanga. I would often see Granny Anne and Thora working in that garden. A vivid recollection of that period was the number of fiery ants in the garden. Always getting bitten by them. Hop scotch was the name of the game.

 My memories of the New Arusha Hotel were;

A lounge over looking a sunking dinning room. Above the lounge was my Grand parents accommodation, Either side of the lounge and in the dinning room were placed original photographs taken by wild life naturalist Cherry Kearton. The first ever Flash light photographs depicting a Lion and Rhino were amongst the photographs displayed there.

The dinning room walls had a painting of the whole of the East African valley designed by Grand father Ray and painted by a down and out painter looking for work. It was commissioned during the depression years.

The verandah of the hotel over looked the car park. Often seen Safari Trucks and farmers vehicles parked outside especially during lunch times. Wednesdays were farmer’s Market days when produce was laid out on tables to be sold. In those days The New Arusha Hotel was always a hive of activity.

 Outside the Hotel was a signed board marking the centre of the East African Territories and half way between Cape to Cairo.

A very large wild fig tree branch taken from Meru Estate was planted on the corner of the Hotel. It grew into an enormous tree.

The Hotel was sold to the African Tours and Hotel Group in 1947. Ray and Anne Ulyate moved to the Lion Cub Hotel to be with my Mother. Grand father was suffering from ill health at the time and was to pass away in 1948

Ulyate family movements

Oswald, Thora Barratt and family moved to Gararagwa Estate Sanya Juu in 1947 having purchased the property from a Mrs. Tobler. . (The old lady had a house right next door to the Lion Cub Hotel.)  The Barratt family lived on the farm until Nationalization in 1973)

 Oswald was to pass away in the late sixties. Most of the children immigrated to Australia or UK. Oswald’s son and family moved to South Africa. . Peter was murder in East

 London RSA in the 1980,s

 Ray’s eldest son Jack moved with his family up to Elmenteita early in 1940-41. They managed a ranch right next door to Lion Hill which overlooks Lake Nakuru. From there the family moved to the Stags Head Hotel in Nakuru before purchasing a farm Hadfield on the road to Thompson’s falls. The family was to stay at Hadfield until the end of the Mau Mau rebellion. Immigrating to South Africa and then on to New Zealand.

Vivien (my mother) married my father in 1935 in Nairobi. At the time father had left the Police. Both my Mother and Father were to manage the Namanga River hotel., Father was made a” Justice of the Peace” and “Game  Warden” for southern Maasailand, which included what is now Amboseli  National Park ( I have the original appointment papers.)

 I was conceived during the Namanga period. Because of my pending birth and the remoteness of the area my father managed to land a job with Hugh’s Motors in Eldoret as a salesman. After my birth Grand father Ray offered my mother the Lion Cub Hotel in Moshi. At the out-break of war my father joined the 1St Battalion 6th KAR

 We moved to Moshi in the latter half of 1938. I was to spend most of my primary years in Moshi between the Lion Cub Hotel and Waru Waru farm (EX   CEP). After the war my mother was to purchase another farm in conjunction with Grand father Ray, they named the farm” Sunray” My folk separated in 1946, my father returned to England. My mother was to re-marry in 1947.

Kenyon Ulyate, Ray’s second son on cessation of the Safari Company joined the East African military commend. Because of his knowledge of East African farming conditions he was appointed office in-charge of the wheat scheme in the Ngare Nairobi -West Kilimanjaro area. Using Italian POW,s vast tracks of land was plowed and planted up with wheat using Farmall Equipment from America. With the ending of the war Kenyon was allocated 5000 acres of farm land by the then colonial government. The family was to stay there until nationalization took place in 1973. The family moved to the Natal region of South Africa, while two of his children moved to Kenya and Scotland.

Ray’s third son the late Malham Ulyate left Arusha for the UK in 1939. During the war he worked for De Havilland on the Mosquito bomber. While there he married an English girl Hazel. He returned to Tanganyika in 1946 working as a mechanic on the agricultural machines at Ngare Nairobi. He worked on Sunray, Kindi and then moved to Sikarri Estate at Sanya Juu. Malham stayed at Sanya Juu until the mid sixties when he immigrated with his family to the Western Cape RSA.

Ray’s youngest son Ted left Arusha in 1939 for the UK. He joined the army and was transferred to the Burma front. Returning to East Africa in 1946 he worked on various farms and in the cattle industry, including Vickers Estate.  He married Kay in 1947 having met her in India during the war. During the fifties Ted acquired a farm at Ismangore. He was to farm commercial Beans, Tomatoes, Tulips and Pyrethrum. He also had a small beef herd. Ted with his family immigrate to Natal after independence

ULYATE FAMILY MEMBERS THAT ATTENDED ARUSHA SCHOOL.

Malham Ulyate, Early 1930.s   !935 Awarded” Victor Ladorum” for sporting achievements, Name still on the sports plaque in the dinning hall

Edward Ulyate,(Ted) Early 1930,s     !935 Awarded “Victor Ladorum” for sporting achievements. Name still on the sports plaque in the dinning hall.

Robert Walker (Christopher) 1944-49.

Nigel Borissow 1950,s
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